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a century and a half, women were barred
from exercising the most fundamental right
of every democracy. There are women still
living among us who can remember a time
when they were prevented, by law, from hav-
ing a role in shaping the destiny of their
country and the impact of government on
their own and their families’ lives. But thanks
to women and men of extraordinary courage
and conviction, who waged for years a deter-
mined campaign for women’s suffrage, the
19th Amendment was ratified in August of
1920 and opened the door for generations
of American women to add their vision and
voices to our national discourse.

This year, we mark another milestone in
the life of our democracy: the 25th anniver-
sary of the enactment of Title IX of the Edu-
cation Amendments of 1972. Title IX, build-
ing on the spirit of the 19th Amendment,
prohibits discrimination against women in
education and sports programs. For a quar-
ter-century, it has enabled American girls
and women to make the most of their abili-
ties, to dream big dreams, and, more impor-
tant, to achieve those dreams. In large meas-
ure, because of the 19th Amendment and
Title IX, our Nation has reaped the rewards
of women’s talents, accomplishments, wis-
dom, and perspective. In every activity and
profession, in the home and outside—as as-
tronauts and professional athletes, as teach-
ers and university presidents, as farmers and
firefighters, as caregivers, Cabinet members,
and Supreme Court Justices—women have
made lasting contributions to the quality of
our lives and the strength of our democracy.

Today, as Americans engage in a serious
and profoundly important dialogue on the fu-
ture of our multiracial, multiethnic, multicul-
tural society, we do well to remember that
we are all immeasurably enriched when we
choose the path of inclusion and
empowerment. Women’s Equality Day and
the anniversary of Title IX remind us that
by demanding an equal opportunity for every
American, we ensure a brighter future for
all Americans.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 1997,

as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the
citizens of our great Nation to observe this
day with appropriate programs and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of August, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:16 a.m., August 20, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on August 21.

Executive Order 13059—Prohibiting
Certain Transactions With Respect
to Iran
August 19, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the Unit-
ed States of America, including the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (‘‘IEEPA’’), the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et
seq.), section 505 of the International Secu-
rity and Development Cooperation Act of
1985 (22 U.S.C. 2349aa–9) (‘‘ISDCA’’), and
section 301 of title 3, United States Code,

I, William J. Clinton, President of the
United States of America, in order to clarify
the steps taken in Executive Orders 12957
of March 15, 1995, and 12959 of May 6,
1995, to deal with the unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States de-
clared in Executive Order 12957 in response
to the actions and policies of the Government
of Iran, hereby order:

Section 1. Except to the extent provided
in section 3 of this order or in regulations,
orders, directives, or licenses issued pursuant
to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit
granted prior to the effective date of this
order, the importation into the United States
of any goods or services of Iranian origin or
owned or controlled by the Government of
Iran, other than information or informational
materials within the meaning of section
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203(b)(3) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(3)),
is hereby prohibited.

Sec. 2. Except to the extent provided in
section 3 of this order, in section 203(b) of
IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1702(b)), or in regula-
tions, orders, directives, or licenses issued
pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding
any contract entered into or any license or
permit granted prior to the effective date of
this order, the following are prohibited:

(a) the exportation, reexportation, sale, or
supply, directly or indirectly, from the
United States, or by a United States person,
wherever located, of any goods, technology,
or services to Iran or the Government of
Iran, including the exportation, reexpor-
tation, sale, or supply of any goods, tech-
nology, or services to a person in a third
country undertaken with knowledge or rea-
son to know that:

(i) such goods, technology, or services are
intended specifically for supply, trans-
shipment, or reexportation, directly or indi-
rectly, to Iran or the Government of Iran;
or

(ii) such goods, technology, or services are
intended specifically for use in the produc-
tion of, for commingling with, or for incorpo-
ration into goods, technology, or services to
be directly or indirectly supplied, trans-
shipped, or reexported exclusively or pre-
dominantly to Iran or the Government of
Iran;

(b) the reexportation from a third country,
directly or indirectly, by a person other than
a United States person of any goods, tech-
nology, or services that have been exported
from the United States, if:

(i) undertaken with knowledge or reason
to know that the reexportation is intended
specifically for Iran or the Government of
Iran, and

(ii) the exportation of such goods, tech-
nology, or services to Iran from the United
States was subject to export license applica-
tion requirements under any United States
regulations in effect on May 6, 1995, or
thereafter is made subject to such require-
ments imposed independently of the actions
taken pursuant to the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 12957; provided,
however, that this prohibition shall not apply
to those goods or that technology subject to

export license application requirements if
such goods or technology have been:

(A) substantially transformed into a for-
eign-made product outside the United
States; or

(B) incorporated into a foreign-made
product outside the United States if the ag-
gregate value of such controlled United
States goods and technology constitutes less
than 10 percent of the total value of the for-
eign-made product to be exported from a
third country;

(c) any new investment by a United States
person in Iran or in property, including enti-
ties, owned or controlled by the Government
of Iran;

(d) any transaction or dealing by a United
States person, wherever located, including
purchasing, selling, transporting, swapping,
brokering, approving, financing, facilitating,
or guaranteeing, in or related to:

(i) goods or services of Iranian origin or
owned or controlled by the Government of
Iran; or

(ii) goods, technology, or services for ex-
portation, reexportation, sale, or supply, di-
rectly or indirectly, to Iran or the Govern-
ment of Iran;

(e) any approval, financing, facilitation, or
guarantee by a United States person, wher-
ever located, of a transaction by a foreign
person where the transaction by that foreign
person would be prohibited by this order if
performed by a United States person or with-
in the United States; and

(f) any transaction by a United States per-
son or within the United States that evades
or avoids, or has the purpose of evading or
avoiding, or attempts to violate, any of the
prohibitions set forth in this order.

Sec. 3. Specific licenses issued pursuant
to Executive Orders 12613 (of October 29,
1987), 12957, or 12959 continue in effect in
accordance with their terms except to the ex-
tent revoked, amended, or modified by the
Secretary of the Treasury. General licenses,
regulations, orders, and directives issued pur-
suant to those orders continue in effect in
accordance with their terms except to the ex-
tent inconsistent with this order or to the ex-
tent revoked, amended, or modified by the
Secretary of the Treasury.

Sec. 4. For the purposes of this order:
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(a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual
or entity;

(b) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership,
association, trust, joint venture, corporation,
or other organization;

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means
any United States citizen, permanent resi-
dent alien, entity organized under the laws
of the United States (including foreign
branches), or any person in the United
States;

(d) the term ‘‘Iran’’ means the territory of
Iran and any other territory or marine area,
including the exclusive economic zone and
continental shelf, over which the Govern-
ment of Iran claims sovereignty, sovereign
rights, or jurisdiction, provided that the Gov-
ernment of Iran exercises partial or total de
facto control over the area or derives a bene-
fit from economic activity in the area pursu-
ant to international arrangements;

(e) the term ‘‘Government of Iran’’ in-
cludes the Government of Iran, any political
subdivision, agency, or instrumentality there-
of, and any person owned or controlled by,
or acting for or on behalf of, the Government
of Iran;

(f) the term ‘‘new investment’’ means:
(i) a commitment or contribution of funds

or other assets; or
(ii) a loan or other extension of credit,

made after the effective date of Executive
Order 12957 as to transactions prohibited by
that order, or otherwise made after the effec-
tive date of Executive Order 12959.

Sec. 5. The Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of State and,
as appropriate, other agencies, is hereby au-
thorized to take such actions, including the
promulgation of rules and regulations, the re-
quirement of reports, including reports by
United States persons on oil and related
transactions engaged in by their foreign affili-
ates with Iran or the Government of Iran,
and to employ all powers granted to me by
IEEPA and the ISDCA as may be necessary
to carry out the purposes of this order. The
Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any
of these functions to other officers and agen-
cies of the United States Government. All
agencies of the United States Government
are hereby directed to take all appropriate

measures within their authority to carry out
the provisions of this order.

Sec. 6. (a) The Secretary of the Treasury
may authorize the exportation or reexpor-
tation to Iran or the Government of Iran of
any goods, technology, or services also sub-
ject to export license application require-
ments of another agency of the United States
Government only if authorization by that
agency of the exportation or reexportation to
Iran would be permitted by law.

(b) Nothing contained in this order shall
be construed to supersede the requirements
established under any other provision of law
or to relieve a person from any requirement
to obtain a license or other authorization
from another department or agency of the
United States Government in compliance
with applicable laws and regulations subject
to the jurisdiction of that department or
agency.

Sec. 7. The provisions of this order con-
solidate the provisions of Executive Orders
12613, 12957, and 12959. Executive Order
12613 and subsections (a), (b), (c), (d), and
(f) of section 1 of Executive Order 12959 are
hereby revoked with respect to transactions
occurring after the effective date of this
order. The revocation of those provisions
shall not alter their applicability to any trans-
action or violation occurring before the effec-
tive date of this order, nor shall it affect the
applicability of any rule, regulation, order, li-
cense, or other form of administrative action
previously taken pursuant to Executive
Orders 12613 or 12959.

Sec. 8. Nothing contained in this order
shall create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable by any party
against the United States, its agencies or in-
strumentalities, its officers or employees, or
any other person.

Sec. 9. The measures taken pursuant to
this order are in response to actions of the
Government of Iran occurring after the con-
clusion of the 1981 Algiers Accords, and are
intended solely as a response to those later
actions.

Sec. 10. (a) This order is effective at 12:01
a.m. eastern daylight time on August 20,
1997.
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(b) This order shall be transmitted to the
Congress and published in the Federal
Register.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 19, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:16 a.m., August 20, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on August 21.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iran
August 19, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On March 15, 1995, I reported to the Con-

gress that, pursuant to section 203(a) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1702(a)) (‘‘IEEPA’’) and sec-
tion 201(a) of the National Emergencies Act
(50 U.S.C. 1621(a)) (‘‘NEA’’), I had exercised
my statutory authority to declare a national
emergency to respond to the actions and
policies of the Government of Iran and to
issue Executive Order 12957, which prohib-
ited United States persons from entering into
contracts for the financing or the overall
management or supervision of the develop-
ment of petroleum resources located in Iran
or over which Iran claims jurisdiction. On
May 6, 1995, I exercised my authority under
these statutes and under section 505(a) of
the International Security and Development
Cooperation Act of 1985 (22 U.S.C. 2349aa–
9(a)) (‘‘ISDCA’’) to issue Executive Order
12959, which imposed additional measures
to respond to Iran’s intensified efforts to ac-
quire weapons of mass destruction and to its
continuing support for international terror-
ism, including support for acts that under-
mine the Middle East peace process. Execu-
tive Order 12959 imposed a comprehensive
trade and investment embargo on Iran.

Following the imposition of these restric-
tions, Iran has continued to engage in activi-
ties that represent a threat to the peace and
security of all nations. I have found it nec-
essary to take additional measures to confirm
that the embargo on Iran prohibits all trade

and investment activities by United States
persons, wherever located, and to consolidate
in one order the various prohibitions pre-
viously imposed to deal with the national
emergency declared on March 15, 1995. I
have issued a new Executive order and here-
by report to the Congress pursuant to section
204(b) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1703(b)), sec-
tion 301 of the NEA (50 U.S.C. 1631), and
section 505(c) of the ISDCA (22 U.S.C.
2349aa–9(c)).

The new order I have issued with respect
to Iran confirms the prohibition of the fol-
lowing transactions:

— importation into the United States of
any goods or services of Iranian origin
or owned or controlled by the Gov-
ernment of Iran, except information
or informational material;

— exportation, reexportation, sale, or
supply from the United States or by
a United States person, wherever lo-
cated, of goods, technology, or serv-
ices to Iran or the Government of
Iran, including knowing transfers to
a third country for direct or indirect
supply, transshipment, or reexpor-
tation to Iran or the Government of
Iran, or specifically for use in the pro-
duction of, commingling with, or in-
corporation into goods, technology, or
services to be supplied, transshipped,
or reexported exclusively or predomi-
nantly to Iran or the Government of
Iran;

— reexportation from a third country by
a person other than a United States
person of certain U.S. origin goods,
services, or technology that are sub-
ject to export license application re-
quirements under any United States
regulations imposed independently of
this embargo;

— purchase, sale, transport, swap, bro-
kerage, approval, financing, facilita-
tion, guarantee, or other transactions
or dealings by United States persons,
wherever located, related to direct or
indirect trade with Iran or the Gov-
ernment of Iran or to goods or serv-
ices of Iranian origin or owned or con-
trolled by the Government of Iran;
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